
 
 
 
February 27, 2008 
 
Dear Calvert Families, 
 
We thank room parents for the delightful ValentineÕs Day parties! The children enjoy these 
special activities so very much. We thank PTSO for providing cookies and a juice box for all the 
class parties. Fun Night is Saturday, March 1 and we thank the PTSO for holding this fun family 
event! 
 
Professional Learning Communities (PLC)-As you know, Calvert staff meets once a month in 
grade level teams to plan for each child and his/her learning needs. Students are dismissed early 
and the time we have to plan for each childÕs academic success is invaluable. We want to keep 
you informed about the work we are doing. 
 
PLC General Overview-Teachers work from the framework that is summarized in the 
following sentence:  We collaborate to ensure that each child learns, and our focus is on results. 
Our four guiding questions are: 
 

♣ What is it we expect students to learn? 
♣ How will we know what students have learned? 
♣ How will we respond when students do not learn? 
♣ How will we respond when they do learn? 

 
As part of the team process, teachers set goals for their students. These goals are Specific, 
Strategic, Measurable, Attainable, Results-oriented and Time-bound, and that is why we refer to 
them as SMART goals. Below is an update for each grade level team. 
 
K indergarten teachers have been closely monitoring student progress for letter recognition. 
Extra instruction was provided to those students who did not meet district expectations. 
Teachers, para-educators, University of Nebraska tutors and classroom volunteers provided the 
extra interventions. Because students have met the letter recognition goal, the new goal for 
students is to increase letter sound association and blending sounds together. Instruction for each 
child will be adjusted as dictated by student need. 
 
First grade teachers are supporting students in their quick recall of vocabulary word 
recognition from the quarterly vocabulary lists. The math goal is targeted towards number 
recognition and ordering numbers from 1 to 100. Extra interventions include: reading with 
specialist teachers, University of Nebraska Read tutors, Reading Recovery, and para-educator 
support.  
 
 
 



Second grade teachers placed an emphasis on increasing student recognition of high frequency 
vocabulary words. Substantial progress was made through increased practice opportunities. 
Second quarter report card scores showed significant growth in children meeting grade level 
expectations in vocabulary. The current goal is to have students increase their reading fluency 
rate. 
 
Third grade teachers are working to improve reading fluency for all students. Fluency checks 
were administered in August to identify the students with the highest need for fluency 
interventions. These students were supported through additional reading time during second 
quarter. All studentsÕ fluency was monitored through weekly checks. The students who receive 
additional support change as students make progress towards their fluency goals. The team is 
pleased to report that fluency is improving, and they encourage all students to read at home. 
 
Four th grade teachers are working to ensure that students meet reading fluency benchmarks, 
and students are making progress. Teachers meet and review goals and progress at the monthly 
professional learning community meetings as well as at many other times throughout the year. 
Students who need additional interventions to increase fluency rates are given support in small 
groups or individual tutoring sessions. 
 
Fifth grade teachers are working to improve reading fluency for all students. All students work 
on fluency in practice sessions three days each week. In addition, University of Nebraska tutors 
provide extra support to students who need additional time to work on fluency. ÒSoar to SuccessÓ 
and ÒCorrective ReadingÓ are reading intervention programs that small groups of students are 
receiving to further bolster reading success.  
 
Tuesday, March 4th, is Nebraska Teacher Recognition Day!-We thank all Calvert staff 
members for the work they do to ensure that our students learn at high levels! 
 
No School, Spr ing Break-School will not be in session on Friday, March 21, and the week of 
March 24-28, due to Spring Break. 
 
Science Fair -The Calvert Science Fair will be held on Monday, March 31. We thank fifth grade 
teacher Anne Kubr for organizing this event. The exhibits will be located in the gym area at the 
Abbott Sports Complex during school hours. Please look for more information coming home in 
todayÕs Wednesday Folder.  
 
Distr ict Science Fair -Astronaut Clayton Anderson will be a very special guest for this yearÕs 
District Science Fair on April 1st. Only fifth grade students are eligible to register for the district 
science fair that will be held at Pershing Auditorium in the evening. A special student assembly 
will be held at East High School from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. on April 1st for those fifth grade students 
and their parents who register by the March 14th registration deadline. We will contact parents 
regarding transportation plans. 
 
2008 I  Love to Wr ite Workshops-The Walt Branch Library and the Eiseley Branch Library are 
offering free writing workshops in July for students in grades 2-5 and their families. These 
workshops are taught by Lincoln Public Schools teachers, and they are very popular. 
Applications are available March 1, and they will be accepted through the April 1 deadline. 
Registration forms and information will be available from Lynn Murman, Calvert Library Media 
Specialist, at all Lincoln City Libraries, on line at www.lincolnlibraries.org, and from Director 
Bob Bussmann at 488-3231.  
 



Kindergarten Registration-will be held at Pound Middle School this year. Registration will be 
Thursday, March 13 from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and on Friday, March 14 from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 
 
Read Across Amer ica-On Monday, March 3rd, students are encouraged to dress as their favorite 
book character or wear red or white in honor of Dr. SeussÕ birthday. 
 
Flu Information from the Health Office-We thank Hollis Ramsay, School Nurse, for providing 
the following information. 
 
ÒAccording to the local Health Department, flu activity continues to increase in Lancaster 
County (December through March is usually the peak flu season).  We are also sending more 
students home with flu-like symptoms and have had a few laboratory confirmed cases of 
influenza. 
 
These steps can help you stay healthy even at the height of the flu season: 
 

• Getting a flu shot; 
• Proper hand washing; 
• Using hand sanitizer if water is not readily available; 
• Disinfecting common surfaces often and when necessary, such as handles and doorknobs, offi ce 

phones, desk, computer keyboard and mouse, kitchen sink-basin, faucet handle, bathrooms, 
community toys etc; 

• Washing hands after using ATM buttons, bus armrests, escalator handrails, 1st fl oor elevator 
buttons, etc; 

• Eating healthy and getting plenty of rest and exercise; 
• Drinking plenty of fluids; 
• Encouraging kids to practice proper hygiene if they have cold symptoms; 
• Making sure kids are dressed for the cold weather; 
• Avoiding crowded areas; 
• Staying at home when you are sick. 

 
Many places are still offering flu vaccines.  These include: 
 
Lincoln-Lancaster Health Department 441-8000 
Walgreens, 48th and Van Dorn, 483-2834 
Walgreens, 70th and O St, 484-8222 
BryanLGH Life Pointe, 7501 South 27th St, 481-6300 
Your Health Care Provider 
 
Remember itÕs not too late to get the flu shot!Ó 
 
To Think About-It is good to have an end to journey toward; but it is the journey that matters in 
the end. Ursula K. Le Guin 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Michelle Suarez 
Principal 


