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Dear Cavert Families,

We thank roomparents for theddightful Valentine® Day parties! Thechildren enjoy these
gpecia activities so very much. We thank PTSO for providing cookies and ajuice boxfor all the
class paties. Fun Nightis Saturday, March 1 andwe thank the PTSO for holding this funfamily
event!

Professional L earning Communities (PL C)-Asyou know, Calvert staff meets once amonth in
gradelevel teamsto plan for each child and higher learning needs Students are dismissed early
and thetime we have to plan for each child@ academic successisinvaueble. We want to keep
you informed aboutthework we are doing.

PL C General Overview-Teachers work from theframework that is summarized in the
following sentence: We collaborate to ensure that each child learns and our focusis onresults.
Our four guiding questionsare:

% Wha isit we expect studentsto learn?

% How will we knowwha students have learned?
% How will werespondwhen students do notlearn?
% How will werespondwhen they dolearn?

As part of theteam process, teachers set gods for thar students. These gods are Specific,
Strategic, M easurable, Attainable, Results-oriented and Time-bound,and that is why we refer to
them as SMART gods. Below isan updae for each grade level team.

Kindergarten teachers have been closely monitoring student progress for |etter recognition.
Extraingruction was provided to those students who did not meet district expectations
Teacheas, para-educators, University of Nebraska tutors and classroomvolunteers provided the
extrainterventions Because students have met theletter recognition god, thenew god for
studentsisto increase letter soundassodation and blending soundstogeher. Ingruction for each
child will beadjuged as dictated by student need.

First grade teachers are suppoting studentsin their quick recall of vocabulary word
recognition fromthequaterly vocabulary lists. The math god istargeted towards nunber
recognition and ordering nunbers from 1 to 100. Extrainterventionsindude reading with
specidist teachers, University of Nebraska Read tutors, Reading Recovery, and para-educator
suppot.



Second grade teacher s placed an emphasis on increasing student recognition of high frequency
vocabulary words Subgantial progress was made throughincreased practice oppotunities.
Second quater report card scores showed significant growth in children meeting grade level
expectationsin vocabulary. Thecurrent god isto have students increase their reading fluency
rate.

Third grade teachers are working to improvereading fluency for al students. Fluency checks
were administered in Augug to identify the students with the highest need for fluency
interventions These students were suppoted through additiond reading time during second
quarter. All studentsOfluency was monitored through weekly checks. The students who receive
additiond suppot changeas students make progress towardsther fluency gods. Theteam is
pleased to report tha fluency isimproving, and they encourage all studentsto read at home.

Fourth grade teachers are working to ensure tha students meet reading fluency benchmarks,

and students are making progress. Teachers meet and review gods and progress at the monthly
professiond learning community meetingsas well as at many other times throughoutthe year.

Students who need additiond interventionsto increase fluency rates are given suppott in small

groupsor individud tutoring sessions

Fifth grade teachers are working to improve reading fluency for al students. All students work
on fluency in practice sessionsthree days each week. In addition, University of Nebraska tutors
provide extra suppot to students who need additiond time to work on fluency. Goar to SuccessO
and QCorrective ReadingQare reading intervention programs tha small groupsof students are
receiving to further bolster reading success.

Tuesday, March 4", is Nebraska Teacher Recognition Day!-We thank all Calvert staff
members for thework they doto enaure that our students learn at highlevels!

No School, Spring Break-Schoolwill notbein session on Friday, March 21, and the week of
March 24-28, dueto Spring Break.

Science Fair-The Calvert Science Fair will behdd on Monday, March 31 We thank fifth grade
teacher AnneKubr for organizing this event. The exhibits will belocated in thegym area at the
Abbot Sports Complex during school hours. Please look for more information coming home in
today@ Wednesday Folder.

District Science Fair-Astronaut Clayton Andeson will beavery specia guest for this year@
District Science Fair on April 1%. Only fifth grade students are eligible to register for thedistrict
science fair that will be hdd at Pershing Auditorium in theevening. A special student assembly
will behdd at East High School from 1:00to 2:00 p.m. on April 1% for those fifth grade students
and their parents who register by the March 14" registration deadline We will contact parents
regarding trangportation plans

2008I Loveto Write Workshops-TheWalt Branch Library and the Eiseley Branch Library are
offering free writing workshopsin July for ssudents in grades 2-5 and thar families. These
workshopsare taughtby Lincoln Public Schools teachers, and they are very popukr.
Applications are available March 1, and they will be accepted throughthe April 1 deadline
Registration forms and information will be available from Lynn Murman, Calvert Library Media
Specialist, at al Lincoln City Libraries, on lineat www.lincolnlibraries.org, and from Director
Bob Bussmann at 488-3231.




Kindergarten Registration-will behdd at PoundMiddle School this year. Registration will be
Thursday, March 13from 8:00a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and on Friday, March 14 from 8:00 am. to
4:30 p.m.

Read Across America-On Mondg, March 3%, students are encouraged to dress as their favorite
book character or wear red or white in honorof Dr. SeussChbirthday.

Flu Information from the Health Office-We thank Hollis Ramsay, School Nurse, for providing
thefollowinginformation.

According to thelocal Health Department, flu activity continuesto inarease in Lancaster
County (December throughMarch isusudly the peak flu season). We are also sending more
students home with flu-like symptoms and have had afew laboratory confirmed cases of
influenza.

These steps can hdp you stay hedlthy even at the height of theflu season:

Getting aflu shot;

Proper hand washing;

Using hand saritizerif wateris not readly availale;

Disinfecting common surfacesoftenand whennecesary, such ashardlesand doorknobs, offi ce
phones dek, computer keyboard and mouse, kitchensink-basn, faucethardle, bathrooms,
community toys efc;

*  Wasing hards after using ATM buttons, bus arnreds, escalator handrails, 1% fl oor elevator
buttons, efc;

Eating healthy and getting plernty of res and exercise;

Drinking plenty of fluids;

Encourag ng kids to practice proper hygiere if they have cold symptoms;

Making sure kids are dressedfor the cold weater;

Avoiding crowded areas

Staying athome whenyou aresick.

Many places are still offering flu vaccines. Theseindude

Lincoln-Lancaster Health Department 441-8000
Walgreens 48" and Van Dorn, 483-2834

Walgreens 70" and O St, 4848222

BryanLGH Life Pointe, 7501South 27" St, 481-6300
Y our Health Care Provider

Remember it@ nottoo late to get theflu shot O

To Think About-1t isgoodto have an end to joumey toward; butit isthejoumey tha mattersin
the end. ursulak. Le Guin

Sincerely,

Michdle Suarez
Principd



